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• The level of substance use among individuals with mental illness is known to be significant, but the accuracy of self-reporting and other measurements of the severity of the problem were not well tested. This research project studied the accuracy of the Drug Abuse Screening Test (DAST-28 and DAST-10) amongst patients receiving outpatient psychiatric treatment and found the tool to be a valid measure for assessing substance use in this population.
Gavin DR, Ross HE, Skinner HA. Diagnostic validity of the drug abuse screening test in the assessment of DSM-III drug disorders. Br J Addict. 1989; 84:301-7 • Diagnostic validity of the DAST was assessed using a clinical sample of 501 drug/alcohol patients. Various DAST cut-points were validated against DSM-III drug abuse/dependence criteria, as assessed by the Diagnostic Interview Schedule. The DAST attained 85% overall accuracy in classifying patients according to DSM-III diagnosis. This accuracy was maintained between DAST score cut-points of 5/6 through 9/10. Receiver Operating Characteristic analysis indicated that 5/6 was the optimum threshold score. The DAST was also correlated with demographic variables, psychiatric history, and drug use. The results showed very good concurrent and discriminate validity. • Known alcoholics (n = 65) and general medical patients (n = 187) completed self-report questionnaires and underwent a diagnostic interview, physical examination and laboratory testing. AUDIT score had a sensitivity of 0.98 for hazardous and 0.77 for harmful when 8 was used as the cut-off score (specificity was 0.34 and 0.81). When 10 was used for the cut-off score, the sensitivity was 0.87 for hazardous, 0.6 for harmful, and 0.99 for alcoholics (specificity was 0.75, 0.87, and 0.74).
Fiellin DA, Carrington RM, O'Connor PG. Screening for alcohol problems in primary care: a systematic review. Archives of Internal Medicine. 2000; 160:1977 -1989 .
• Authors performed a search of MEDLINE for years 1966 through 1998. Thirty-eight studies were identified. Eleven screened for at-risk, hazardous, or harmful drinking; 27 screened for alcohol abuse and dependence. The Alcohol Use Disorders Identification Test (AUDIT) was most effective in identifying subjects with at-risk, hazardous, or harmful drinking (sensitivity, 57%-97%; specificity, 78%-96%). Sensitivity of 0.87 and specificity of 0.78 for hazardous use. Sensitivity 0.95 of and specificity of 0.85 for harmful (cut-off score of 8 • The efficacy of a single-question screening tool was tested and found to be effective in a sample of patients in a primary care setting for identifying illicit or nonmedical prescription drug use. Health and Research Quality Grant, 2013. 
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